A Public library is an organization established, supported ancl funcled by the community, either through local, regional, or nationql government or through some other form of community organizations. It provides access to pnowl+ edge, information, and worlw of the imagination through s range of resources and sewices ancl is equally available to all members of the community regardless of race, nationally, age, genderi religion, language, disability, economic, and employment status and educational attainment -IFLA/WESCO.
INTRODUCTION
The aim of this paper is to present the conceptual background ofcollaborative research prograrnme that is cur- 
PROGRAMME BACKGROUND
Public library and public information services are important features in the structure of democratic societies around the world. The democratic system is dependent on citizens that are well educated and well informed. The democratic society has a responsibility to provide equal opportunities for its citizens to take part in its decision-making processes on local, regional, and national levels. It has also a responsibility to provide education and culture on equal terms for all, regardless ofetturic belonging, religious faith gender, or economic ability. ICTS provide not only opportunities for new relation and contacts betrveen people and grouping around the world, they also provide threats to the institutionalized order that has been developed in liberal democracies around the world during the last two hundred years. It in therefore time now to re-establish and act upon the new prerequisites that are under rapid development so that democratic ideals are not undermined to such extent that they pose an actual threat to basic human rights and the active political participation of citizens in the social development in cotrntries all over the world. In many countries in.e.g. within the European Union this is being made at present (Thorhauge et al. 1997 ), but in many other areas this works is to be commenced. Herein lies alarge opportunity for many countries to combine a political development into more democratic systems using the po-sibilities of ICT in creating locally viable and participatory environments, In this, the established of stable and widespread public library structures are ofcentral concern.
Democracy, literacy and libraries in Indonesia
In new emerging democracies, the establishment of relevant public institutional structures that can support the democratic system is crucial (Held, 1995) . In the face of the increased significance of information and literacy, one of the features that must be institutionalized public (and free) li brary and information service. There are however, in many countries, obstacles to this development, though our knowledge of these is much aspect scarce (Yilmas, 1999) .
Inlndonesia, about 15% (almost2l 000 000peoples) ofthe population is regarded as illiterate byLINESCO (1999).
There are a vast number of ethnic groups and some 300 languages are spoken on a dailybasis beside the official Bahasa Indonesia. Not only do these conditions lead to consequences for the general democratic development in Indonesia, but they also stress many of the issues that make public library and information services a potentially viable part of this development. Unlike Sweden, with its small homogenous population and high literacy rates, where democratic processes are to high degree decentrahzedto regional and local levels, Indonesian goverffnental policies have been characteitzed by a strong centalization aim at keeping thus huge and diverse country together. It is only recently that political decision making e.g. such that concerns public libraries has been decentoalized to regional levels in an atterrpt to create a more sustainable and stable democratic participation of citizens locally (Indonesia, 2000) . One of the main efforts by the Indo- 2. Availability of public library and information services and resources to marginalized groups in society.
Democratic development demands equal rights to social information. This is a general prerequisite for a broad popular engagement in society's decision-making processes.
Equal access to information throughpublic library and information services is, however, not obvious in nrost societies. Methodologically a case study model will be used in order to identify local public library and information resource and service infrastruchres and place them in relation to experiences of library and information professionals and representatives for different groups in society. An intervention will be made in a chosen area in Indonesia that elevates the professional's practices in relation to woman and information access through public library. The design of the intervention will depend on the local environment.
TITF' SCIENTIFIC AND PRACTICAL VALUE OF THE PROGRAMME
The relation between public library and information resources and services and the development of a viable democracy will be emphasized. Through the comparative imperative we can be able to formulate knowledge from the experiences made in two very different political and demographic contexts ofSweden and Indonesia. This knowledge can be utilized on both Sweden and Indonesia when developing librarianship and adjusting professional practice to:
l) The requirements of equal access to information and culture on a local community level,
2) The participation on an intemational level within the emergence of a global information society
The case study setting will be implemented and discussed as a way of developing methodological tools in LIS and librarianship. This is particularly of value in the corrparative environment of the prograillme, where differences due to environmental and contextual factors may be approach.
The emphasis on gender issues in regard to the main objective of the programme will provide knowledge that can be utilized in practical librarianship in Sweden as well as in Indonesia. The intervention in Indonesia or gender equality and information access through public libraries will also provide professiorral tools for professional library practice.
The study of the relation between public library and information services and democratic development from an information literacy point of view will allow the programrne to develop tools and reconrmendations for the library profession on how to work with these issues pointing at the potential of the libraries as complementary institutions to schools in the work of increasing literacy in local community settings'
